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     COURSE SYLLABUS

GRADE 9

World History and Geography 1
Teacher: N. Gamoran
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

           World History and Geography I is an introductory course to the study of world history from the Middle Ages to the Age of Revolutions. The purpose of the course is to have students uncover, analyze and experience the history of the world and how it impacts them and their community today. The course will look at major events and how they shaped the world we know today. Focus will be placed on events from the perspective of religions, societies, politics, economics, trade and technology.                                        

INSTRUCTIONAL OUTCOMES
By the end of the course students should be able to: Clearly identify causal relationships and comprehend historical contributions of particular civilizations. Furthermore, students should be able to:

· Analyze, the geographic, political, economic, social and religious structures of the civilizations of China and Japan, Islam, Africa, Mesoamerican and Andean Civilizations and Europe in the Middle Ages.

· Analyze the origins, accomplishments and geographic diffusions of the Renaissance.

· Analyze the historical developments of the Reformation

· Describe the rise of English colonial empires
· Analyze social, political and economic changes as a result of the Age of Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution.

· Describe patterns of change in Africa during the slave trade between Africa, Europe and the Americas from 17th through 18th Century.
COURSE OVERVIEW

The order and time frame in which units are taught is subject to change

	Unit
	Weeks

	Unit 1 – The Empire of Islam 
	4

	Unit 2 -  African Empires 
	3

	Unit 3 -  Mesoamerica
	4

	Unit 4 – China and Japan in the Middle Ages
	4

	Unit 5 – Medieval Europe
	4

	Unit 6 -  Renaissance and Reformation 
	4

	Unit 7 – Enlightenment and Scientific Revolution 
	2

	Unit 8 – English Colonialism & Triangular Trade 
	4


POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Class Rules:

1. Be respectful to self, others and other’s property

2. Be prepared with all learning materials

3. Follow all no brainers and other classroom rules
4. Participate in all class activities and discussions

5. Say on task- Only World History I work will be done in World History class
Class Procedures:

· Enter the room quietly without disturbing other students
· Please have your folder, homework, a writing utensil and other necessary materials upon entering the room DAILY
· Begin warm-up promptly and silently
· Please ensure that you sharpen your pencil and get all materials before class begins. 

· Raise your hands to ask a question or ask permission to do something; do not call out my name to get my attention. If I do not see your hand, quietly walk over to me
· You are not allowed to go to the bathroom during instructional time and the first and last 15 
minutes of class. You may ask during individual work time or transition time.
· There is no talking during instructional time unless the student is answering a question, asking a relevant question, or making a comment about the content

· You will be given a 4 bathroom passes per quarter, please use them wisely.

· When moving around the room for classroom activities, do so quietly. 
Course Expectations:
During class you are expected to adhere to the no brainers and all other class rules at all times. Participation is required and all class work must be completed in class. Students are not allowed to talk to teacher or other students 

in a disrespectful manner. During group activities, you are expected to participate and contribute to the group’s 
success. Failure to participate in group activities will result in a lower participation grade.

Grading Policy:
· Major Assessments (e.g. portfolio projects, unit projects, tests, etc)    = 40%

· Minor Assessments (e.g. quizzes, mini-projects, etc)        

  = 30%

· Class work and homework                                                                    = 20%  
· Participation/ Warm Ups and Exit Slips                                                 =10%
  
Make Up and Late Work
Students are responsible for ALL MATERIAL missed when they are out regardless of whether it was an excused or unexcused absence. It is the STUDENTS responsibility to collect missing work. If the absence was excused, students will not lose points if they complete the assignment within the time frame arranged with the teacher. 

Late work- Students may turn in late work for 10 points off per class day late. 

Retake Policy 
Students are allowed to retake failed unit tests and other major assignments. 

Students must report to office hours (or make appointment) to retake a test or quiz.
Academic Dishonesty: 

I uphold the Academic Dishonesty Policy of Thurgood Marshall Academy as stated on pages 58-60 of the Student Handbook.  NO EXCEPTIONS. 
TEXTBOOK/ RESOURCES 

Required Text/ Reading 

Textbook: World History and Geography- Published by McGraw-Hill
Additional readings such as articles and primary sources will be assigned.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Required Materials
Pen, Pencil, highlighter
CLASS CASH INCENTIVE SYSTEM
Class Cash is an incentive system that you earn for showing off what a stellar student you are. You may cash in your class cash on Fridays. Cashing in involves earning a prize from the grab bag, in which you may win a variety of different prizes.
How you earn class cash:



Cashing In:

Sharing Warm Ups




$5- Grab bag
Volunteering Answers in Class


- Snack
Helping other students



-2 Merits
Cleaning Up the room




-Late Homework Pass








-5 Extra Credit Points
CONTACT INFORMATION
Name and subject: N. Gamoran World History and Geography 1
Hours Available:  Monday and Thursday (3:30-4:30)
Phone extension:  202-563-6862 ext. 115
Email address: ngamoran@tmapchs.org and msgamorantma@gmail.com (Use after 5 pm)
Teacher website: www.msgamoran.weebly.com
Ms. Gamoran Classroom Procedures
Please place this sheet as the first paper in your folder.  Remember- these expectations are here to ensure that we have a great school year and that you succeed as a history student.

Classroom Behaviors- The classroom is a place of learning, in order to ensure that all students are able to learn please refer to the proper procedures for handling yourself in the classroom.  These are in addition to the NO Brainers, which will also be expected of you

· Raise your hand- It’s simple, I know, but it’s always the best way to go, if you have a question, if you want to sharpen your pencil, if you need to use the restroom, if you need to get a tissue- Please always raise your hand and ask. 
· Behave as a scholar- You are here to learn, therefore make sure you keep the learning environment in mind at all times by speaking quietly, sharing your thoughts and participating, being an active learner, and respecting others thoughts, opinions, and space. 

Classroom Materials- Please come to class prepared to learn, if you do not you will have to sign out materials from Ms. Gamoran
· Materials such as pens, pencils, paper, and books can be rented from Ms. Gamoran. 
· Materials must be returned in order to ensure they are there for you and your classmates to borrow when you need them. Failure to return materials will result in lost participation points
Make Up Work- You are responsible for the work you miss ALWAYS. If you miss a day of class for an excused or unexcused reason, you always missed work. 

· Make Up Work will be available online at www.msgamoran.weebly.com, hard copies may be retrieved after school
· For unexcused work- you will lose 10 points for every class-day late your assignment is

Homework- Homework is an essential part of learning and will be assigned. The expectation is always to complete your homework. 

· Have your homework ready to turn in at the beginning of class- it should not be done during class or during the Warm Up time

· I am available during office hours and before and after school to help if you do not understand your homework

Warm Ups/Exit Slip- You will have a Warm Up every day. 

· Warm Ups are the way we begin class. You should always begin your Warm Up as soon as you enter class. 

· Warm Ups are done silently and are not shared with other students until we share out as a class. 

· Warm Ups and Exit Slips count towards your participation points and are always graded. 

· Thoughtfully completing your Warm Ups are a great way to get Class Cash
Please tear off the final page and return it to Ms. Gamoran next class. 

Return this page to Ms. Gamoran
Student’s Name: (please print) ____________________________ Class Period: ________

My signature below indicates that I understand the syllabus and will do my best to follow guidelines set forth in it. 

Student Signature_______________________________________ Date: ________________

Student Email _________________________________________________________________

Parents Name: (please print) ________________________________
Parent Signature________________________________________ Date: ________________

Parent Email _________________________________________________________________

Phone number_______________________________________

How and when do you prefer to be contacted? __________________________________________

Parent Survey Questions

You know your student best! Please tell me a little about him/her. The more information I have, the better we can work together to help your student do well in history class. Please feel free to use the back if you need more space.
1. Please list your student’s strengths. Include as many as you can think of –academic, social, athletic, artistic, musical etc. Be specific and don’t be bashful!

2. What motivates your student?

3. What are your goals for your student?

4. What do you wish teachers knew about your student that they might not know? Does your student have any special needs or conditions that make learning more difficult for them (medical conditions, special seat requirements, etc)?

5. What would you like your student to know when they leave this class?
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Class Days and Time- Room 204


Period 1: 8:45-10:15


Period 2: 10:20-11:50 


Period 5: 8:45-10:15


Period 6: 10:20-11:50


Period 8: 2:00-3:30 


 





          Phone Number: 202-563-6862 ext. 115


          E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ngamoran@tmapchs.org" �ngamoran@tmapchs.org� and � HYPERLINK "mailto:msgamorantma@gmail.com" �msgamorantma@gmail.com� (Use after 5pm)


          Office Hours:  Monday, Thursday 3:30-4:30 Class Website: www.msgamoran.weebly.com
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Thank you for your input! I look forward to communicating with you frequently and working closely with you this semester. I am always available via email and do my best to respond within 24 hours. Please reach out whenever you need me or if you are just wondering what we are doing in class.


Sincerely, 


Ms. Gamoran
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