
OPENING STATEMENT WORKSHEET

Introduction: What will be your first remarks to the judge?  What is the major theme that you will be trying to convey to the judge? (Think of this as your thesis statement, what is the main idea of your argument)?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence: What facts and/or laws are you going to use to support your client? (Think of this as your supporting details) Try to come up with at least TWO, and you might be able to come up with more…

1) _______________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2) _______________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
Extra: ____________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
How do these facts/laws support your client?
1) _______________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
2) _______________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
Extra: ____________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion: What is your conclusion to the judge going to be?  What are you going to ask the judge to decide?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Now Piece all of it together in one paragraph! This is your opening statement: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name________________________________________________________

WITNESS WORKSHEET

Instructions: Go through the facts of the case and work with your direct examination lawyer to prepare questions that will bring out facts about the case that are favorable to your goal.  This is your chance to tell your story. You want the judge to think that your story is true and complete. Your lawyer will ask you questions that begin with “who, what, when, where, or why?” Work with your lawyer to write questions and answers that will help tell your story and prove your side of the case.

My group’s main goal is: _______________________________________________________

List all the facts that you want to be sure to mention in your direct testimony because you know about them personally and they are helpful to your side of the case:
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________



Now list all the facts that you do NOT want to say.  Remember that during the cross examination, the other lawyers will be trying to get you to say these and you must answer truthfully.  Write them down so you know which things you will try to avoid saying.  Remember you cannot lie!

1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________________________________
5. _______________________________________________________________________



You should practice with the member of your team who will be your direct examiner- practice having them ask you questions and answering in response. 



MORE ON BACK!!

Work with the direct examiner. Write out the questions your direct examiner will ask you and prepare answers.

Question:

Answer:




Question:

Answer:



Question:

Answer:




Question:

Answer:




Question:

Answer:


WITNESS WORKSHEET

Instructions: Go through the facts of the case and work with your direct examination lawyer to prepare questions that will bring out facts about the case that are favorable to your goal.  This is your chance to tell your story. You want the judge to think that your story is true and complete. Your lawyer will ask you questions that begin with “who, what, when, where, or why?” Work with your lawyer to write questions and answers that will help tell your story and prove your side of the case.

My group’s main goal is: _______________________________________________________

List all the facts that you want to be sure to mention in your direct testimony because you know about them personally and they are helpful to your side of the case:
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________



Now list all the facts that you do NOT want to say.  Remember that during the cross examination, the other lawyers will be trying to get you to say these and you must answer truthfully.  Write them down so you know which things you will try to avoid saying.  Remember you cannot lie!

1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________________________________
5. _______________________________________________________________________



You should practice with the member of your team who will be your direct examiner- practice having them ask you questions and answering in response. 



MORE ON BACK!!

Work with the direct examiner. Write out the questions your direct examiner will ask you and prepare answers.

Question:

Answer:




Question:

Answer:



Question:

Answer:




Question:

Answer:




Question:

Answer:


DIRECT EXAMINATION WORKSHEET


You should refer to the judge as “Your Honor”.  You must state your name and who you are representing at the beginning of the examination.  Also, ask the witness to state his/her name and role in the case for the record before you start the questions.

Go through the facts of the case and work with your witness to prepare questions that will bring out facts about the case that are favorable to your client.  Remember you are trying to get out the best story that supports your client’s side of the case.  You want the judge to think that your witness’ story is true and complete. And you want to make your witness seem believable.  Compose broad questions that will get out the most important facts.  You will usually begin your questions with “who, what, when, where, or why?”

1. Witness Questioning: __________________________________

2. What facts from your witness’s testimony will help your case?







3. What facts will hurt your case? Remember- you want to avoid asking questions that will draw out these answers.






4. Remember- you want to try and draw out your witness’s story- create a list of questions below:


1. __________________________________________________________________________________


2. ___________________________________________________________________________________


3. ___________________________________________________________________________________



4. ___________________________________________________________________________________


5. ____________________________________________________________________________________


6. ___________________________________________________________________________________


7. ____________________________________________________________________________________


You will want to practice with your witness and help them prep their answers. Go over your questions with them and help them to develop strong answers

Record your notes below:


















DIRECT EXAMINATION WORKSHEET


You should refer to the judge as “Your Honor”.  You must state your name and who you are representing at the beginning of the examination.  Also, ask the witness to state his/her name and role in the case for the record before you start the questions.

Go through the facts of the case and work with your witness to prepare questions that will bring out facts about the case that are favorable to your client.  Remember you are trying to get out the best story that supports your client’s side of the case.  You want the judge to think that your witness’ story is true and complete. And you want to make your witness seem believable.  Compose broad questions that will get out the most important facts.  You will usually begin your questions with “who, what, when, where, or why?”

1. Witness/Witnesses: __________________________________

2. What facts from your witness’s testimony will help your case?







3. What facts will hurt your case? Remember- you want to avoid asking questions that will draw out these answers.






4. Remember- you want to try and draw out your witness’s story- create a list of questions below:


1. __________________________________________________________________________________


2. ___________________________________________________________________________________


3. ___________________________________________________________________________________



4. ___________________________________________________________________________________


5. ____________________________________________________________________________________


6. ___________________________________________________________________________________


7. ____________________________________________________________________________________


You will want to practice with your witness and help them prep their answers. Go over your questions with them and help them to develop strong answers

Record your notes below:



















CROSS EXAMINATION WORKSHEET- 1 per witness you will question


You should refer to the judge as “Your Honor”.  You must also state your name and who you are representing at the beginning of the examination.  

Go through the facts of the case and prepare questions that will get the opposing witness to disclose or agree to facts that are helpful to your case.  Remember you are trying to make the opposing counsel’s witness answer questions that are important to your case and that hurt his/her previous testimony.  You want the judge to think that the witness’ original story is not quite as complete or truthful as he/she originally made it out to be.  Compose very focused questions that will get out the most important facts and, if possible, limit the witness to a simple "yes" or "no" answer.  Remember when preparing your questions, you are usually going to begin with something like “isn’t it true that…?” or “didn't you say in your previous statement that…?”

1. What witness will you be questioning? 


2. What facts from this witness’s testimony can hurt your case?






3. What questions do you want to be sure to ask them?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________


2. ____________________________________________________________________________________


3. _____________________________________________________________________________________


4. _____________________________________________________________________________________


5. ______________________________________________________________________________________




CROSS EXAMINATION WORKSHEET- 1 per witness you will question


You should refer to the judge as “Your Honor”.  You must also state your name and who you are representing at the beginning of the examination.  

Go through the facts of the case and prepare questions that will get the opposing witness to disclose or agree to facts that are helpful to your case.  Remember you are trying to make the opposing counsel’s witness answer questions that are important to your case and that hurt his/her previous testimony.  You want the judge to think that the witness’ original story is not quite as complete or truthful as he/she originally made it out to be.  Compose very focused questions that will get out the most important facts and, if possible, limit the witness to a simple "yes" or "no" answer.  Remember when preparing your questions, you are usually going to begin with something like “isn’t it true that…?” or “didn't you say in your previous statement that…?”

1. What witness will you be questioning? 


2. What facts from this witness’s testimony can hurt your case?






3. What questions do you want to be sure to ask them?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________


2. ____________________________________________________________________________________


3. _____________________________________________________________________________________


4. _____________________________________________________________________________________


5. ______________________________________________________________________________________







CROSS EXAMINATION WORKSHEET- 1 per witness you will question


You should refer to the judge as “Your Honor”.  You must also state your name and who you are representing at the beginning of the examination.  

Go through the facts of the case and prepare questions that will get the opposing witness to disclose or agree to facts that are helpful to your case.  Remember you are trying to make the opposing counsel’s witness answer questions that are important to your case and that hurt his/her previous testimony.  You want the judge to think that the witness’ original story is not quite as complete or truthful as he/she originally made it out to be.  Compose very focused questions that will get out the most important facts and, if possible, limit the witness to a simple "yes" or "no" answer.  Remember when preparing your questions, you are usually going to begin with something like “isn’t it true that…?” or “didn't you say in your previous statement that…?”

1. What witness will you be questioning? 


2. What facts from this witness’s testimony can hurt your case?






3. What questions do you want to be sure to ask them?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________


2. ____________________________________________________________________________________


3. _____________________________________________________________________________________


4. _____________________________________________________________________________________


5. ______________________________________________________________________________________









CROSS EXAMINATION WORKSHEET- 1 per witness you will question


You should refer to the judge as “Your Honor”.  You must also state your name and who you are representing at the beginning of the examination.  

Go through the facts of the case and prepare questions that will get the opposing witness to disclose or agree to facts that are helpful to your case.  Remember you are trying to make the opposing counsel’s witness answer questions that are important to your case and that hurt his/her previous testimony.  You want the judge to think that the witness’ original story is not quite as complete or truthful as he/she originally made it out to be.  Compose very focused questions that will get out the most important facts and, if possible, limit the witness to a simple "yes" or "no" answer.  Remember when preparing your questions, you are usually going to begin with something like “isn’t it true that…?” or “didn't you say in your previous statement that…?”

1. What witness will you be questioning? 


2. What facts from this witness’s testimony can hurt your case?






3. What questions do you want to be sure to ask them?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________


2. ____________________________________________________________________________________


3. _____________________________________________________________________________________


4. _____________________________________________________________________________________


5. ______________________________________________________________________________________





CROSS EXAMINATION WORKSHEET- 1 per witness you will question


You should refer to the judge as “Your Honor”.  You must also state your name and who you are representing at the beginning of the examination.  

Go through the facts of the case and prepare questions that will get the opposing witness to disclose or agree to facts that are helpful to your case.  Remember you are trying to make the opposing counsel’s witness answer questions that are important to your case and that hurt his/her previous testimony.  You want the judge to think that the witness’ original story is not quite as complete or truthful as he/she originally made it out to be.  Compose very focused questions that will get out the most important facts and, if possible, limit the witness to a simple "yes" or "no" answer.  Remember when preparing your questions, you are usually going to begin with something like “isn’t it true that…?” or “didn't you say in your previous statement that…?”

1. What witness will you be questioning? 


2. What facts from this witness’s testimony can hurt your case?






3. What questions do you want to be sure to ask them?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________


2. ____________________________________________________________________________________


3. _____________________________________________________________________________________


4. _____________________________________________________________________________________


5. ______________________________________________________________________________________









CLOSING STATEMENT WORKSHEET

[bookmark: _GoBack]The closing statement is very important. You will have to do a lot of work during the trial as well as preparing beforehand with this worksheet.  First, prepare the first page this form so you have a general structure for your closing statement. Then listen during the trial to prepare the second page

1. What is the major argument/goal (think thesis statement!) that your side has been trying to make to the judge?______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How have you proven that your thesis statement (argument) is correct? Which laws did you use, and why did you use those laws?
Laws: ____________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What facts from the background information did you use to prove that your thesis was correct? 
Facts: ____________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now piece it all together! This is your closing statement, be prepared to think on your feet!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your closing statement may need to be adjusted based on what happens during the actual trail- be prepared to think on your feet and adjust your statement if necessary. 
DURING THE TRIAL

Take Notes during the trial. Write down anything that the other side's witnesses said that could be damaging to their case.  You might say to the judge, “we have heard the witness admit that….”  This will make your closing statement very strong.  

1) ______________________________________________________________________

2) ______________________________________________________________________

WHY does this hurt the other side’s argument? 

1) ______________________________________________________________________

2) ______________________________________________________________________


Is there anything that your witnesses said that hurt your case?  Take notes on the testimony that could hurt your case so you can make it sound better in the closing statement.

1) ______________________________________________________________________

2) ______________________________________________________________________

Now try to correct what your witness said, and make those statements sound as if they support YOUR side!

1) ______________________________________________________________________

2) ______________________________________________________________________


Final Word: In one to two sentences, summarize why the judge should make the right decision, by siding with your position. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

