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PACKET B
Do Now: 

I. Copy the objectives from the board: 
-Students Will Be Able To:
· Describe and compare the time period, ______________________, farming methods, and achievements of the Aztecs, Maya, and Inca through guided notes, reading passage questions, and a venn diagram. 
II. 
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Mesoamerica Notes Part 2: The Aztecs
Who were the Aztecs?
· The Aztec were a people that lived in present-day ________________________ from ___________________________, about 300 years after the Maya.
What was the capital of the Aztecs?
· The capital city of the Aztecs was ______________________________________. 
· Tenochtitlan was located on an island in Lake _____________________________.
· At the height of the empire, Tenochtitlan held 30,000 people, and the empire held 30 million!
· According to Aztec _________________________, the gods had told them to search for an eagle perched atop a _ holding a snake in its beak.

· They finally saw the sign on a swampy land Island, in Lake Texcoco.
Geography of the Americas

On your map, label the following locations: 
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North America

· South America

· Mexico

· Central America

· Peru
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Draw a circle around Mesoamerica
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Who were the Maya?

· The Maya were a people that lived in present day  ___________________________.
· They flourished from __________________________________________________. 

· The Maya did not have an _____________________, they lived in a series of city-states.
How did they farm?

· ______________________ farming methods were very advanced.

· _____________________________________________ — Maya cut down the plants in the rainforest __________________________ them and used the resulting __________________________ to plant in. They used the ashes as soil nutrition.

· The Mayan’s complex farming system produced enough corn or _______________, and other crops to support the growing city.
· Mayan crops included: corn, ____________________________________________.
What were Mayan achievements? 
The Maya made many advances 
· ___________________- Developed the concept of zero
· Architecture- Built great pyramids topped with temples to the gods in the capital city of _____________________
· Astronomy- Charted the movement of the sun, moon, planets, and stars, and used what they learned to create an accurate________________________________________
· Writing- Developed a ____________________________ writing system and kept records
Why did the Maya decline?

The cause of Maya decline is unknown but scholars have theories
· Environmental damage due to ________________________ of natural resources
· Warfare over competition for land that __________________________________
· Abuse of power by kings causing rebellions
	Maya Achievements
	Maya Decline
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Video Notes
Fill in the table using information from the video. 
The Inca 
Directons: On the line above the paragraph provide the Main Idea or Heading. As you read each paragraph highlight or underline 5 key words to support your Heading. Answer the questions on the next page once you have completed the reading.

1 ____________________________
1 The Incan Empire began around 1400 AD high in the Andes Mountains of South America. They were not a mesoamerican civilization, but shared similar characterisitics.The empire declined in the mid 1500s. Much like the Mayans, the Incas had a very complex society. The social structure of the Incas was very inflexible.  The leader of the empire was a man called the ‘Inca’.  The Inca was thought to be a direct descendant of god and had absolute power in society. Pachacuti, a skilled warrior and leader, was the founder of the Incan empire. He declared himself both emperor, and a god. At the very bottom of the social ladder were the common people.  These common people were forced to build an extensive system of roads and farmlands throughout the Andes.
2________________________________

2 Agriculture was tough business in the Andes Mountains. Flatlands were rare. So, they simply created flat land by building steps of land for agriculture down the mountainside. This system of carving up the mountains was called terraced farming. This was great for irrigation, or the watering of soil. Instead of rainwater running down the mountainside, the Inca channeled it through each step. They also built aqueducts to carry water where it was needed. The Incas grew corn and potatoes, and raised llama and alpaca for food and for labor. 
3_____________________________________

3 The Inca also created one of the greatest road systems in history. Their paved roads allowed armies and news to move quickly throughout the long empire. At regular stations, runners waited to carry messages throughout the empire. While they didn’t have a written language, the Inca developed an advanced system of recording information. To carry messages along their great road system, the Incas developed a system of writing using a series of knots on string. This system was called Quipu (Kwee-Pu). The type of knot, color of string, and number of knots all symbolized different information for travelers. 
Reading Check
1. All of the following are true about Pachacuti except___________________?
a. He considered himself a god

b. He had absolute power

c. He came from a low class and rose to power
d. He founded the Inca empire
2. Which of the following is true about the Inca?

a. They lived in central Mexico

b. Their capital city is Tikal

c. They wrote in hieroglyphics

d. They were not a Mesoamerican civilization

3. When did the Incan empire begin and end?

4. What was the Incan system of farming called?

5. In the space below explain how the Inca were able to farm in the Andes Mountains. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Exit Slip
Directions: Fill in the venn diagram below. You must have at least 3 facts for each space. 
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