9th Grade World History 1 Portfolio Project

Islamic Civilizations: Its contributions to World Culture Document Based Essay (DBQ)

Instructors: Mrs. Luttrell and Ms. Gamoran 
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Background

Islam is the world’s second largest religion. The Muslims inherited much from different civilizations such as India, Rome and Greece and adopted some things from the people they conquered. During the rapid spread of Islam, they conquered numerous lands around the world. Muslims tolerated other cultures, which allowed them to make great achievements that still influence cultures in the world today.
Standards

S.S DCPS 9.1.8: Students analyze the geography, political, social, and religious structures of Islam in the Middle Ages
Task

Using primary source documents, students will write a five paragraph Document Based Essay. A document-based essay is an analytical essay that addresses the following question.

	Question: What were the most important Islamic achievements during the Middle Ages and how did these contributions impact the world?


Part I: Document Analysis                                              Have completed by: ________               
Read and examine each of the documents carefully and answer the questions that follow using your document analysis worksheet. Complete the coding chart. 
Part II: Complete Rough Draft Template          
   Have completed by: ___________
Using the outline, write a well-organized 5 paragraph essay proving your thesis. This essay should be logically presented using information from your knowledge and the documents. 

Part III: Typed Rough Draft       
Print this out and have it checked by a parent, mentor, faculty member.          
Part IV: Final Draft                                                        
 Due Date____________

Essay Structure- Use this guide to help you structure your essay




 




Rough Draft Template
Thesis Statement: Turn the question into a statement with three supporting pieces of evidence.

	Question: What were the most important Islamic achievements during the Middle Ages and how did these contributions impact the world?


Statement: 

The most important Islamic achievements were- Select three to discuss in your paper. 

1.___________________________________________________________________________________2.___________________________________________________________________________________3.__________________________________________________________________________________

Now write your thesis statement. This will be the last sentence of your introduction paragraph.

The three most important Islamic Achievements during the Golden Age of Islam were ______________________________________________, _____________________________________, and ___________________________________________.  
	What is Islam?  (Packet A)
	

	Where and when did Islam begin? (Packet C)
	

	Who is the founder of Islam? (Packet C)
	

	What are their main beliefs? 

(Packet A and B)
	

	What was the Islamic Golden Age? When was it? (Packet D)
	The Islamic Golden Age was a time of great Muslim achievement and advancements in many fields. It began in 750 AD and ended in 1250 AD. 

	What were some of the major achievements of the Islamic Golden Age? (Packet D)
	


Introduction- Paragraph 1: It is always a good idea to include background information in your introduction paragraph. Think about the list of questions below in the chart to help you start your introduction paragraph. Answer each question in sentence from by restating the question. Don’t forget, your thesis should be the last sentence of your introduction paragraph.
Now put it together in paragraph form:
Paragraph 1: Introduction
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Don’t forget to include your thesis as your last sentence of your intro
Paragraph 2- Body Paragraph 

USE the PEE Model! Don’t forget to cite each document! 
	Point (Topic Sentence)
	One of the most important Islamic achievements was________________________________________________________________________.

	
Evidence

(Support your point! Select quotes or paraphrase examples that are RELEVANT, SPECIFIC, and VARIED)

	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Explanation
(Explain your evidence. How does it support your point?

How does this achievement impact the world?

This shows…)
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph 3- Body Paragraph 

USE the PEE Model! Don’t forget to cite each document! 

	Point (Topic Sentence)
	Another important Islamic achievement was_______________________________________.

	
Evidence

(Support your point! Select quotes or paraphrase examples that are RELEVANT, SPECIFIC, and VARIED)


	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Explanation

(Explain your evidence. How does it support your point?

How does this achievement impact the world?

This shows…)
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph 2- Body Paragraph 

USE the PEE Model! Don’t forget to cite each document! 

	Point (Topic Sentence)
	A third great Islamic achievement was________________________________________________________________________.

	
Evidence

(Support your point! Select quotes or paraphrase examples that are RELEVANT, SPECIFIC, and VARIED)


	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Explanation

Explain your evidence. How does it support your point?

How does this achievement impact the world?

This shows…
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph 5: Conclusion
	Restate Thesis—DO NOT COPY IT
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Summarize the three main achievements discussed in your paper—one sentence per achievement
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Final remarks—How do these achievements impact society today?
	______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Islam DBQ Adult Editing Form
Directions: Ask an adult from Tutoring, the Writing Center, Homework Help, or Office Hours to edit your paper. This adult does not have to be your history teacher.  Sit with them while they edit your Islam DBQ and give comments on how you can improve your paper. Bring this form and your rough draft to class and make edits. 
Paper Criteria – to be checked off by editor. Please add additional comments on the rough draft and below.
· Formatting
· ZERO Personal PRONOUNS! (NO: “I, we, me, you, us, etc.) 
· PAST TENSE in introduction and body paragraphs
· Introduction Paragraph
· Topic Sentence(s) – explains the context 
· Background Information- includes historical background such as time frame, location, achievements of the civilization, etc.

· Thesis statement – one clear sentence that states the three most important achievements of the Muslims during the Islamic Golden Age (a sketch of body paragraphs)

· Body paragraphs – PEE on your essay! (at least 3)
· Point (an argument that supports the thesis)
· Evidence- evidence used from a document such as a quote or description of the document
· Explain- explanation of the document and how it proves their thesis
· Conclusion paragraph
· Summarizes what the paper proved (restates the overall thesis)
· Specific details made from body paragraphs
· MLA In-Text Citations – for ALL evidence (minimum of 1 per body paragraph)
· Example: “When Europeans learned that Muslims had preserved important medical texts, they wanted to translate the texts into Latin” (Doc 3).
· Example: Document 3 states, “When Europeans learned that Muslims had preserved important medical texts, they wanted to translate the texts into Latin.”
· Example: Document 3 describes the European system of translating Muslim medical texts into Latin so that they could read them.

Islam DBQ Rubric
	Category
	Exceeds

Expectations
	Meets 

Expectations
	Working Towards Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations
	Missing

	Part I

Document Based Questions

DCPS 9.1.8

DCPS 9.1.7

(10 points)
	Completely, accurately and thoroughly answers all questions related to the documents with a good level of depth
(10 pts)
	All document based questions are accurately and completely answered 

(8 pts)
	Some of the documents based questions are answered. Some answers are incomplete or inaccurate.

(6 pts)
	Answers to document based questions are missing, significantly incomplete or completely inaccurate.

(4 pts)
	Missing

Did not answer the document-based questions.

(0 pts)

	Part II

Analysis of Documents (30 points) 
	Develops ideas exceptionally well with adequate supporting details and thoughtful and accurate analysis of documents.

(30pts)
	Develops ideas satisfactorily with supporting evidence and analysis of documents.

(28 pts)
	Answers some aspects of the task, but does not use documents. Overall analysis of documents is missing. (26 pts)
	Does not use information to support ideas or uses information which is not relevant,  Shows limited understanding of the task, Fails to use documents or only vaguely refers to the documents  (15 pts)
	Missing

( 0 points)



	Part III

Historical Understanding

DCPS 9.1.8

DCPS 9.1.7

( 20 points)
	Demonstrates complete and thorough understanding of the period and historical context of events, ideas and/or people 
(20 pts)
	Student demonstrates accurate understanding of the period and historical context or events and/or ideas or people.

(18 pts)
	Demonstrates some understanding of the period and historical context or events and/or ideas and people.

(14 pts)
	Understanding of historical events and/or people is lacking.

( 10 pts)
	Understanding of Historical context is missing.

( 0 points)



	Works Cited

DCPS ELA  Standards (9.R.1)

(5 points)
	Completely accurate.(5 points)
	Accurate; a few inconsistencies or errors in information

( 4  points)
	Somewhat accurate; more than a few inconsistencies or errors in information.(3 points)
	Completely inaccurate; the format was not MLA.

(2  points)
	Works Cited is missing.

( 0 points)




	Spelling, grammar and Proofreading 

 ( 15 points)
	Proper Heading ( ____ 2 pts)                         Appropriate Title (_____ 2 pts )                Double Spaced (____ 2 pts)

Proper Spacing between paragraphs (_____ 2 pts)            No personal pro-nouns (____ 2 pts)

Grammar Errors:

1-3  Errors (_____ 5 pts)      4-6 Errors (______ 4 pts)     7-10 Errors (_____ 3 pts)      More than 10 ( ____ 0 pts)

	Organization

 ( 20 points) 

(9.W-E.5)

	Essay has introductory paragraph with background information that thoroughly and accurately sets the time period.(5 pts)

Introductory paragraph includes a thesis statement that directly answers the questions and lists 3 pieces of evidence (5 pts)
Each paragraph is distinct and includes a topic sentence and at least 3 supporting details from the document, text or other outside sources. (5 Pts)

The Essay has a brief conclusion that summarizes the three reasons described in the body. Includes a sentence that restates or re-emphasizes the thesis.  (5 pts)
	Essay has introductory paragraph with accurate information that sets the time period. ( 3 pts)
Introductory paragraph has thesis statement that directly answers the question ( 4  pts)
Each paragraph is distinct and has topic sentence for each with supporting details. (4 pts)

Essay has a brief conclusion that re-emphasizes and summarizes the thesis and three main points described.

(4pts)
	Essay has introduction, but does not clearly and accurate sets the time period

( 2pts)

Introductory paragraph has a thesis statement that does not completely answer the question (3 pts)

Most paragraphs are distinct. Some paragraphs may not include a topic sentence.

(3 pts)

Essay’s conclusion does not fully summarize the three main points and/or re-emphasis of the thesis is missing or incomplete

( 3pts)
	Essay’s introduction is unclear.

 (1 pt)
Introductory paragraph does not have a clear thesis statement that directly answers the question.

 ( 2pt)

Paragraphs are not distinct and does not include a topic sentence / and or supporting details.

( 2pts) 

Essay has a weak and incomplete conclusion that does not re-state thesis or summarize the three main points described. 

(2pts)
	Essay has no introduction

( 0 pts)

Missing 

( 0 pts.)

Missing (0 pts.)

Missing ( 0pts)
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Hint!!!!


To choose which documents would support each major contribution use the chart below:


Arts and Architecture: Doc 6, Doc 7


Sciences and Math: Doc 1, Doc 3, Doc 4, Doc 5


Literature: Doc 8


Trade and Economics: Doc 2, Doc 9, Doc 10








HINT!!!


Each body paragraph should focus on a different contribution. You may want to group your contributions into categories such as:


Body Paragraph 1: Arts


Body Paragraph 2: Science


Body Paragraph 3: Literature











Citation Reminders:


“Quote” (Document 3).


Document 3 shows…


In Document 3 it states, “Quote.”








Citation Reminders:


“Quote” (Document 3).


Document 3 shows…


In Document 3 it states, “Quote.”








Citation Reminders:


“Quote” (Document 3).


Document 3 shows…


In Document 3 it states, “Quote.”





Comments:





Editor Name: ___________________ & Date Edited: __________


Did the student sit with you during the edit? Y/N _______ 


Signature: ___________________________________
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