Name_____________________________	Date____________ Unit 4: China and Japan
PACKET DTotal               Points: ________

Do Now: 
I. Copy the objectives from the board: 
-Students Will Be Able To:
· Describe the geography and religion of Japan and examine the ____________________________ in Feudal Japan through notes, a guided reading, and a Feudal chart. 


II. Read the passage that follows, then answer the questions below.
Japan is about the size of Montana, but four fifths of the land is too mountainous to farm. As a result, most people settled in narrow river valleys and along the coastal plains. A mild climate and lots of rainfall helped Japanese farmers make the most of the limited land.
The surrounding seas have both protected and isolated Japan. The country was close enough to the mainland to learn from China but too far away to be conquered by another group. The seas that helped Japan preserve its identity also served as trade routes. The sea was an important link among the Japanese Islands. The seas also offered plentiful food resources and the Japanese developed a strong fishing industry.
Early Japanese society was divided into clans. Each clan had a special god or goddess who was seen as the clan’s ancestor. The Yamato Clan was a very powerful clan and came to dominate the largest Japanese Island. For the next 1,000 years the Yamato Clan controlled the government of Japan. They claimed they were direct descendants of the Sun Goddess. Still today, Japanese Emperors have to prove their roots trace back to the Yamato Clan. 
2. Where do most people in Japan live? Why?


3. List two ways Japan’s location as a group of islands and the seas have affected Japan.


4. Why does the Yamato Clan hold such importance in Japan today? 


Geography of Japan
· Japan is located on an _______________________ or chain of Islands about 100 miles off the Asian mainland and east of the Korean Peninsula. 
· The surrounding seas have both __________________________________ Japan
Stop and Think
How would Japan’s location as an island affect their ability to trade and interact with other countries in the Middle Ages?______________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Religions of Japan
Shinto
· This is the worship of the forces of ____________________________ spirits known as “kami”
· Shinto means __________________________________
Buddhism 
· Began in India by a man named Siddhartha
· It was brought to Japan from_______________________
· Buddhism is a religion that believes that _________________________________
_______________________________________
· You should follow the eightfold path to reach Nirvana or happiness
Directions: Jot down 2 facts you learn about Shinto and 2 about Buddhism that are different then your notes
	Shinto
	Buddhism

	
	









Cultural Borrowing
· The Japanese borrowed many cultural traits from China  
· Rich Japanese spoke Chinese and dressed in _____________________
· Their cooks also served Chinese _________________________ on Chinese style dishes
· Tea drinking and tea ceremonies were borrowed from China.
· Japanese official and scholars _________________________ with Chinese characters.
Stop and Think
What would be one positive and one negative effect of culture borrowing? _______________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Heian Period
· This was the time period from ___________________________
· It was a time when Japan created its own culture
· Rich men and women lived in ___________________________________________ courts
· Rules of etiquette and manners were stressed.
· Beauty and elegance were_________________________. 
Feudalism in Japan
· Feudalism is a political and military system in which you exchange land for loyalty and protection. 
· In the 1100s, a feudal system developed in Japan
1. _____________________
2. Shogun and Daimyo
3. Samurai
4. Peasants
5. _____________________


Feudalism in Japan
1.1) The emperor was an important political and religious figure in Japan.  However, by the 1100s, the emperor’s power was so weakened that Japan collapsed into civil war.  Unable to control the lords (landowners) of Japan, the emperor lost his political power. A system of feudalism arose in Japan and lords and their private armies became very powerful.
1.2) By 1192, Japan’s most powerful lord or noble had the emperor appoint him as Japan’s “Supreme Military Governor” or Shogun.  For the next 600 years, the Shoguns were the real rulers of Japan, while the emperors acted as mere figureheads.  The emperor had high status, but had little political power. The Shogun stood at the top of the Japanese feudal system.  He was the most powerful lord in Japan and a military dictator.  

1. Who was the Shogun? _____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who had more power in feudal Japan
a. Emperor  		b. Shogun
3. Who had a higher status: the emperor or the Shogun?
a. 
b. Emperor  		b. Shogun
4. 
5. Why do you think the Shogun had more power than the Emperor? _______________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1.3) The highest nobles next to the shogun were the daimyos.  A daimyo was a noble landowner or a lord.  Daimyo controlled larges estates, or pieces of land.  Daimyo also had private armies or armies of warriors fought for the daimyo.  The daimyo gave land to warriors or samurai, which means “one who serves” in exchange for loyalty and protection.  Samurai were warriors on horseback and fearless soldiers who carried swords.  They believed that to die in battle was an honor.   Samurai practiced the Code of Bushido.  
1.4) The Code of Bushido was the samurai’s code of honor.  The Code of Bushido demanded that a samurai be loyal to his lord and brave.  A samurai had to obey orders and practice self-discipline, or control over one’s feelings and actions. Many samurai practiced Buddhism because of its stress on meditation and devotion to duty.  Honor was the most important thing in a samurai’s life.  If a samurai lost his honor, he had to commit seppuku. He had to kill himself with his own sword.  The Japanese believed that seppuku restored or brought back honor.
5. Who were the Daimyo? Circle all that apply.
a. 
b. Noble landowner
c. Lord
d. Committed Seppuku
e. Gave land to samurai
f. Controlled large pieces of land
g. Obeyed orders and practiced self-discipline
6. Who were the Samurai? _________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Describe the relationship between a daimyo and his samurai. _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What did Samurai do if they lost their honor? ______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1.5) After the samurai, the next position on the hierarchy of feudalism were the peasants. The peasants were mostly farmers or fishermen, and they made up about 90% of the population. Since the peasants were the producers of food on which the whole population and all the feudal classes depended, they were considered an honorable class. The peasants were placed higher in the hierarchy and enjoyed more privileges than the merchants who sold goods in the market. The merchants made up the lowest class. They were not considered honorable as they did not produce anything themselves. 
Looking at the Feudal society structure, do you think it is right that the merchants were placed on the lowest level? _________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Exit Slip
 Do people have a code of Bushido that they live by today? What would it be? Explain your answer. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________







Feudalism in Japan Chart
Instructions: Use the template to create your own chart of Feudalism in Japan. You will need to include the 5 levels of society by creating levels inside the triangle
For each level you will need to have:
· The name of the group
· A brief description of the people in this level
· An image that represents the level
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