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Name: _______________________
*9th Grade Law Component Portfolio Project*
THE AMISTAD CASE





BACKGROUND: Our class unit on triangular trade has covered many historical issues involving the business of trading goods and slaves between three continents.  The Amistad court case, decided by U.S. Supreme Court in 1841, dealt with legal questions arising from the kidnapping of a group of Africans from Sierra Leone by Portuguese slave traders, their sale into slavery, and the Africans seizure of the slave ship Amistad in an attempt to regain their freedom and return to their homes in Africa. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE  CURRICULUM STANDARDS IN ALL EXERCISES

DCPS Social Studies Standard:  

9.16 Describe the patterns of change in Africa during the trade in slaves between Africa, Europe, and the Americas from the 17th through the 18th centuries.

9.16.3 Explain the importance of slave labor to trans-Atlantic agriculture and commerce supporting the booming capitalist economy of the 17th and 18th centuries, with the greatest demand coming from Brazil and sugar plantations of the Caribbean.

DCPS Reading/English Language Arts Standards:

 9.L.D-04. Assess how word choice and delivery establish the tone and emotion of speech and affect the audience

 9.L.D- 0.6. Deliver focused oral presentations that use details, examples, or anecdotes to explain or clarify information or a point of view, employing proper eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, inflection, and gestures to communicate ideas effectively.

 9.R.1 Formulate open-ended research questions and apply steps to obtaining and evaluating information from a variety of sources, organizing information and presenting research.

9W-E.2 Produce functional text

9W-E.5 Write persuasive essays

 Your Task: Your job will be to study the background of the Amistad case, write a short analysis of the case, and participate in a mock trial based on the facts and laws of the case, as they were known at the time of the ship’s seizure.   In connection with the trial, you will be assigned a role either as a lawyer representing one of the parties in the case or as a witness on behalf of one of the parties.   

Parts of the Project- This project is an in-depth project with many pieces. You will be responsible for putting in a lot of hard work and will be graded on many different assignments along the way. Check off each section as your complete it. 
Case Analysis

· By the end of Day 1 
· Summary of Facts Paragraph- Class work
· Vocab Chart- Home work 
· By the end of Day 2
· Goals for each group- Participation  
· Law Worksheet- Class work/Participation
· Case Analysis Paragraph- Home work
· By the end of Day 3
· Case Analysis Essay Draft 

· By the end of Day 
· Typed Case Analysis Essay due April 11th (A) April 12th (B)
Mock Trial
· Mock Trial Worksheets

· Complete the appropriate worksheet for your role in the Mock Trial as either a lawyer or a witness. (Amistad Work Packet II)  
· Mock Trial
· Participate in the Mock Trial
PRIOR TO THE MOCK TRIAL, YOU MUST submit the following for review:

· Your Case Analysis Essay
· Your Mock Trial role Worksheet 

	               MOCK TRIAL DATE: ____________


BACKGROUND AND FACTS OF THE AMISTAD CASE

· In April 1839, Portuguese slave hunters kidnapped a large group of Africans from the Mende tribe of Sierra Leone and shipped them to Havana, Cuba to be sold as slaves to local plantation owners. At the time Cuba was a Spanish colony and a center for the slave trade in the New World. 
· The Spanish government leased the boat, the Amistad, to two Spanish Planters (Montez and Ruiz) for the purpose of transporting slaves to work on a plantation in Cuba. 
· Fifty-three of the Africans were purchased by two Spanish planters (Montez and Ruiz) and put aboard the Spanish schooner Amistad for shipment to a plantation they owned elsewhere in Cuba. 

· While sailing to the new plantation in July 1839, the Africans seized the ship, killed the captain and the cook, and ordered the planters to sail the Amistad to their home in Africa.  The planters seemed to obey, but because the Africans had no sailing experience, they did not know the planters actually were sailing up the Atlantic coast of the United States instead of to Africa. The Amistad eventually ended up off the coast of Long Island, New York in August 1839.

· Shortly thereafter, the Amistad was captured off Long Island by the U.S. Navy brig Washington commanded by Lieutenant Thomas Gedney. The planters were freed and the Africans and their leader Cinque were imprisoned in New Haven, Connecticut, on charges of murdering the ship’s captain and cook.   

· Although the murder charges were dismissed by a local court, the Africans continued to be held in prison when the focus of the Amistad seizure moved to claims made by the Spanish planters, the government of Spain, and Lt. Gedney in the United States Federal District Court in Connecticut.  These court actions included those parties’ claims of ownership of the Africans as slaves and salvage claims to the ship and ship’s cargo, including the Africans by Lt. Gedney. 

· The Africans, who wished to be freed and returned to Sierra Leone, were the defendants in the case. Abolitionists in the North raised money to pay for their defense.

· The Amistad case was eventually decided by the United States Supreme Court in 1841.
MAIN LEGAL ISSUES IN THE AMISTAD CASE
Keep these questions in mind throughout the Amistad Case:

1. Are they Africans slaves and therefore property – or are they free and therefore entitled to return to Africa?

2. If the Africans are property, are any of the plaintiffs their rightful owners?

3. Are any of the plaintiffs entitled to the ship Amistad and its non-human cargo and if so, on what basis?

Part 1- SUMMARY OF THE FACTS- 10 points (Class participation)
	Summarizing the Case Facts Notes- What information is important to the case?

Take notes on the most important facts of the case.
1. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________


Based on the 5 important facts above, write a paragraph that summarizes the facts of the case. (Class work- 50 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

THE PARTIES IN THE AMISTAD CASE WITH LIKELY WITNESSES

	A. Plaintiffs 

· Officers of the U.S. Navy Brig Washington

· Lt. Gedney

· Spanish Planters from Cuba

· Ruiz on behalf of himself and Montez

· The Spanish Government

· The Spanish Consul General 

B. Defendants

· The Africans and their spokesman Cinque




Part 2- GOALS FOR EACH GROUP- 10 points (Class Participation
)

In the graphic organizer below, fill out what you believe would be the goals of each group will be. In other words, at the end of the trial, what does each group want to happen?

	Person/ Group
	Goal

	Lt. Gedney (Officer of the U.S. Navy Brig)
	

	Ruiz (Spanish Planter from Cuba)
	

	The Spanish Consul General for the Spanish Government
	

	The Africans and their spokesman Cinque
	


INTERNATIONAL AND UNITED STATES LAWS RELATED TO THE AMISTAD CASE

There are a number of international and American laws that may affect the District Court Judge’s decision in this case.   During the preparation of your case analysis, you will find that several of these laws conflict with each other.  If you are assigned to be a lawyer, it will be your responsibility to determine which of these laws helps or hurts your client’s position and represent your client with that in mind. BE PREPARED TO ARGUE WHY THE LAWS ARGUED BY THE OPPOSING PARTIES DO NOT APPLY IN THIS CASE.  

· International Treaties:  All international treaties in effect in 1839 prohibited kidnapping of free Africans for the slave trade.

· International Law of Salvage: Under widely accepted international law still in effect, ships that are either sinking or out of control, and the property on that ship, are subject to claims (salvage rights) made by those who rescue them. 

· Pinckney’s Treaty of 1795:  A treaty between the United States and Spain stating that any ships and cargo that are “rescued out of the hands of any pirates or robbers on the high seas” shall be restored to their true owners. 
· United States Federal Law: outlawed the importation of slaves into the United States after 1808, but did not free persons who were already considered slaves.

· Connecticut State Law: Slaves were legally recognized as property in Connecticut at the time of the Amistad case.  
· Spanish Law on Slavery of 1811: Outlawed slavery in both Spain and its colonies with the exception of the Caribbean Islands (including Cuba) and slaves born before 1820 who were of Spanish origin.
Part 3- Amistad Law Worksheet- 100 points (Class work
)
	RELATED LAWS
	YOUR WORDING
	WHO THE LAW HELPS & WHY
	WHO THE LAW HURTS & WHY

	International Treaties on Slave Trade as of the early 1800s
All International treaties in effect in the 1800s prohibited kidnapping of free Africans for the slave trade.
	
	
	

	International Salvage Law- Under widely accepted international law still in effect, ships that are either sinking or out of control, and the property on that ship, are subject to claims (salvage rights) made by those who rescue them.

	
	
	

	Pinckney’s Treaty of 1795 between U.S. & Spain

A treaty between the United States and Spain stating that any ships and cargo that are “rescued out of the hands of any pirates or robbers on the high seas” shall be restored to their true owners. 
	
	
	

	U.S. Federal Slave Trade Law of 1808

Outlawed the importation of slaves into the United States after 1808, but did not free persons who were already considered slaves.


	
	 
	

	Connecticut State Law
Slaves were legally recognized as property in Connecticut at the time of the Amistad case.  

	
	
	

	Spanish Law on Slavery of 1811
Outlawed slavery in both Spain and its colonies with the exception of the Caribbean Islands (including Cuba) and slaves born before 1820 who were of Spanish origin.
	
	
	


CASE ANALYSIS Essay ORGANIZER (Outline for essay)

Draft your Case Analysis: The case analysis is your chance to explain who you think should and can win the Amistad case.  (NOTE: You can use “I” in this paper). 

Paragraph One- Introduction: 

· Provide background information: What happened that led up to the Amistad trial?
· Refer to Paragraph written on the 5 Case Facts
	Point: State what this debate is about generally


	This trial is about __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

	Rewrite the summary from your 5 case facts.
	_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



	State what the conflict is.
	______________________ wants ______________________________.  However, 

___________________________ wants ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________. 


Paragraph Two: Summarize the main laws affecting the case.

· For each group in the trial, explain what they want and at least one law that will help them achieve what they want.
· Refer to Case Analysis paragraph

· Thesis should be last sentence of this paragraph

	Point: Create a topic

sentence.  What is this paragraph about?  


	____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

	Say what Lt. Gedney wants.

Next say what Law supports what he wants. 
	Lieutenant Gedney wants_______________________________________________

______________________________________.  ____________________________

is a law that supports his goal.

	Say what Ruiz wants and a law that supports him.
	Ruiz and Montez’ goal is ______________________________________________ 
__________.  _______________________________________ supports their goal.

	Say what the Spanish Consul General wants
	The Spanish Consul General wants _______________________________________
________________________________.  _________________________________

will support their goal. 

	Say what the Africans want.
	On the other hand, the Africans want _____________________________________
______________________.  _____________________________________ supports their goal. 

	Thesis- Say who you think is right and why?
	I will argue that _____________________ is correct because __________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.


Paragraph Three: Supporting detail number one.

· Using one of the laws, explain why the side you chose deserves to win the case.

· Be sure to provide evidence for why that law proves that your side is the correct side. 

	Point: Restate who you think deserves to win the case.
	_______________ deserves to win this case because ________________
____________________________________________________________

	Say what law supports the side you chose and what this law means. 
	__________________ supports’______________.  This law states______
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

	Tell how this proves your side is right in 1-2 sentences. 
	This proves _________________ goals should be met because ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

	Restate your thesis
	Therefore, __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________


Paragraph Four: Supporting detail number two. 

· Explain the second reason why the side you chose deserves to win the trial. 

· This reason could also be a law, OR it could be an emotional reason why you think your side deserves to win.

· This is a great chance for you to explain how you really feel about the case. 

	Point: Tell another reason why your side should win.
	Another reason ______________________should win is ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

	Evidence: State what the law you chose means OR the emotional reason.

______________ means….


	_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

	Explain: Tell why your law supports your side OR explain how your emotional reason proves your point in 1-2 sentences. 
	This shows that _________________________________________ is correct because _____

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________

	Restate your thesis
	This proves ________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph Five Conclusion: Restate thesis and explain other side.

· Restate your thesis and supporting details.

· Provide clear examples of the historical importance of the case.
· Explain how other sides might use different laws to refute your thesis and position.
	Explain why this case is important. 
	The outcome of this trial will be important to history because __________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

	Point: Explain what you have proved. 
	The facts of this case have proved _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

	Evidence: Restate your first point from paragraph 3. 
	I have shown that ___________________________ proves ____________________

deserves to win this trial because _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

	Evidence: Restate your first point from paragraph 3.
	I have also shown that ___________________________ proves ________________

deserves to win this trial because _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

	Address one counter-argument/ argument that someone may use to disprove your argument. 
	Some people may think _____________________________________ proves that 

______________________ deserves to win this trial. 

	Explain how this counter-argument is not true. 
	However this is not true because _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

	Restate your thesis. 
	There is no doubt that my evidence proves that _____________________________

______________________________________________________________________


Formatting Guidelines for Typed Paper

· 12 point font, Times New Roman
· Double Space

· Title

· Heading (Name, Teacher Name, Class/Period, Due Date,)

· Proper Spacing between paragaphs

· Indentation at beginning of each paragraph

Name: __________________________________

Rubric for Amistad Case Analysis Essay
	Category
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations
	Insufficient Evidence

	Part I

Introduction to Case
(20 points) 

DCPS Social Studies Standard:  9.16.3

DCPS Reading/English Language Arts Standards: 9.R.1,9W-E.2
	Opening paragraph clearly summarizes the factual background of the case in an engaging manner 
(10 points)
	Opening paragraph states the factual background of the case in a relatively clear and straightforward manner. 
(8.5 points)
	Opening paragraph presents some information about the background of the case but in a manner that lacks significant clarity. 
(7.5 points)
	Opening paragraph lacks a summary of the facts. No position is taken .

(6.5-0 points)

	Part II

Analysis of Laws

(20 points)

DCPS Reading/English Language Arts Standards: 9.R.1,9W-E.2
	Presents a clear and correct summary of the legal argument in detail.
Includes a clear and well developed thesis that includes supporting details
(20 points)
	Presents a brief summary of the legal argument that captures the main point of the case. 
Includes a clear thesis
(16 points)
	Presents a brief legal summary before beginning detailed argument, but summary is not clear or not fully correct.  

Thesis is unclear or lacks supporting details
(10 points)
	Fails to provide a summary or summary is not an accurate representation of the argument contained in the brief.  

Thesis is poorly written or missing
(5 points)

	Part II

Analysis and Understanding of  Arguments- Opinion Statement
(40 points)

DCPS Reading/English Language Arts Standard: 9W-E.5
	Provides a detailed and convincing case as to which side should win the case, Uses clear factual evidence and laws to support their claim
(40 points)
	Provides a case as to which side should win the case, Uses evidence and laws to support their claim
(35 points)
	Attempts to prove which side should win the case but fails to use convincing arguments and facts to support their claim
(30 points)
	Fails to present which side should clearly win the case.  Makes assertions that the position is correct without providing reasoning. 

(27-0 points)

	Part V Organization 
(10 points)
	Each paragraph is distinct and includes a topic sentence and at least 3 supporting details from the document, text or other outside sources. (10  Pts.)


	Each paragraph is distinct and has topic sentence for each with at least supporting details. (7 pts.)


	Paragraphs are not distinct and does not include a topic sentence / and or supporting details.

(5 pts.)


	Missing 

(0 pts.)



	Conclusion/Historical Importance

(10 pts)
	The Essay has a brief conclusion that summarizes the importance of the case and includes details supporting the historical importance of the case (10 pts.)
	Essay has a brief conclusion that re-emphasizes and summarizes the importance of the case
(7  pts.)
	Essay has a weak and incomplete conclusion that does include the importance of the case
(5 pts.)
	Missing

(0 pts)

	Part IV

Spelling, grammar and Proofreading

(10 points)

DCPS Reading/English Language Arts

	Essay has 1-2 spelling or grammatical errors.

(10 points)
	Essay has 3-5 grammatical and spelling errors.

(7 points)
	Essay has 6-8 grammatical and spelling errors.

( 4 points) 
	Student clearly did not proofread essay, and the frequency of spelling and grammatical mistakes take away from understanding of paper.

(0 points)


Total:  ______ / 100 points

Comments:
�Students watch a clip from movie- scene where Africans take over ship








As students watch- they can review the facts of the case or create a comic strip of the events





The comic strip can be done for HW or teacher can create a PPT with pictures to highlight case facts


�This is teacher led and completed as notes





Before completing the chart, students watch the court scene from the movie. The clip may need to be shown more than once in order for students to catch all the players and what they want.


�This should be done in groups. Naomi will email programs and other available staff to sit with groups and help complete the task. 





Options include chart paper, or basic copy paper. Then the paper circulates to different groups.
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