	World History and Geography 1
	Unit 2: Africa in the Middle Ages Minor Assessment


Name: _____________________________________________ Date: ________________


Unit 2: Africa in the Middle Ages

Minor Assessment Activity: Illustrated Children’s book
Task:  Write an illustrated storybook of the West African Empires.
Each book will contain 6 pages. Each page must have an image. Books must contain all of the following information:
Page 1: Title Page
Page 2, 3, and 4:   A page on Ghana, Mali, and Songhai— 1 page per kingdom. (B, C)           For each kingdom, include the following information:

· Location of kingdom

· Time Period

· Important kings and things they did

· Religion of kingdom

· Wealth of kingdom (Salt and Gold Trade)
· Decline of kingdom

Page 5: Salt and Gold Trade- Describe the impact of the Gold and Salt Trade (A, B)
· Where salt and gold were found

· What salt/gold were used for

· Why they were valuable/important
Page 6: The Sahara Desert- Describe the landscape and dangers of the desert (A, C, D)

· Features of the desert

· Dangers of the desert

· Why  travel would be difficult

Requirements: 

Each page should include at least 1 paragraph of information relevant to the topic and have an image. Images can be drawn or printed from the internet. 
Rubric: African Kingdoms Children’s Book (100 pts)
	Grade
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Working Towards
	Does Not meets

	Organization

20
	Extremely well organized; logical format that was easy to follow; flowed smoothly from one idea to another; the organization enhanced effectiveness of the project. 

20
	Presented in a thoughtful manner; there were signs of organization and most transitions were easy to follow, but at times ideas were unclear 

16
	Somewhat organized; ideas were not presented coherently and transitions were not always smooth, which at times distracted the audience 

12
	Choppy and confusing; format was difficult to follow; transitions of ideas were abrupt and seriously distracted the audience 

8

	Completion of Pages

20 pts
	All 6 pages completed

20
	Missing 1-2 page

15
	Missing 3 pages

10
	Missing 4 or more pages

0

	Content Accuracy

30 pts.
	Completely accurate; all facts were precise and explicit

30
	Mostly accurate; a few inconsistencies or errors in information 

25
	Somewhat accurate; more than a few inconsistencies or errors in information or incomplete

20
	Very inaccurate and/or incomplete; the facts in this project were misleading to the audience

10

	Creativity

20
	Was extremely creative and presented with originality; used a unique approach that truly enhanced the project

20
	Was creative at times; thoughtfully and uniquely presented 

16
	Added a few original touches to enhance the project but did not incorporate it throughout 
12
	Little creative energy used during this project; was bland and predictable

8

	Grammar and Formatting

10
	Student uses proper grammar. Has less than 2 spelling and grammar errors

10
	Student uses mostly proper grammar. Has less than 4 spelling and grammar errors

8 
	Student uses mostly proper grammar. Has less than 6 spelling and grammar errors

5
	Student has significant grammar, spelling, and formatting errors that distract from the content of the book. 

3


Notes Chart- As you gather information on your topics, jot down notes in these boxes

	Title Page


	Ghana Page


	Mali Page


	Songhai Page


	Gold and Salt Trade


	Sahara Desert Page




